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Address a 1 communications for these columns
Pr sident Naticna Association of Colored W omen

The results of the Federation meet- |

ings (white) of the various Siates are
creating much comment as the time
for the biennial meeting in June next
approaches.

We place before our readers
perusal, comment and discussion, the
following letter from Mrs. Leonora
Halsted, written for the Globe-Demo-

for

crat of St. Louis, and appearing in the |

jssue of October 20:
To the Editor of the Globe-Democrat,
St. Louis, Mo.. October 19.

A meeting of the Missouri Federsa-
tion of Women’s Clubs is to be held
a few days hence, at which some im-
portant questions in regard to the gen-
eral Federation are to be voted upon.
One of these Is an amendment pro-
posed by Georgia, advocating that the
general Federation shall be composed
exclusively of eclubs of white women.
Against this Massachusetts has pro-
tested, and offers a substitute in-
volving a re-organization of the Fed-
eration (a measure that was voted
down at the last biennial). but whose
main point is that each State should
decide its own rules of membership by
which it should be admitted into the
Federation.

In order to clear the issue from all
extraneous questions, the Wednesday
Club, of St. Louis, offers another sub-
stitute, and has instructed its dele-
gates to present the following:

“That clubs containing colored wo-
men should be eligible to the general
Federation in those States in which
they are eligible to membersh iip in the
State Federation.”

This brings the (mwr squarely
before the house. ‘uul what is Missoun
going to do about it? The qaestion
has been debated with some svarmth
in most cases in all the Missouri c¢lubs.
and now the State has to dec ide how
she will put herself on record at the
biennial to meet next June.

The is-
sue cannot now be avoided. Every
club did its best no doubt to find ‘1
method of evasion, but failed, for the
situation is this: Massachusetis se nt

a colored delegate to the last biennial:
the President of the Federation is a
Georgia woman; so Georgia savs.
“This shall not be,” while Mas.
sachusetts says, “Let each State settle
the matter for itself.” *“No.” says
Georgia, “that will not do at all. Go
my way, or I will secede.,” and the
solid South mno doubt will follow
Georgia’s lead. But Massachusetts
will not; she declines the honor: and
if the amendment is adopted, Mas-
sachusetts, followed by New England.
Ohio and Illinois will go out. Either
way there seems no choice but rup
ture, unless one side or the other sur.
renders, which is not likely. and so a
Federation composed of 400000 wo-
men who have worked in harmony be-

fore will split into a divided North ana
South.
It Is a great pity, and it seems

strange eneugh that this ancient issue
should come up among women to be
fought over again, and argued about
with the old refuted arguments, as if
history were not, and its verdiet writ-
ten large and in blood on the face of
the times were invisible to our eyes,
But it is said the colored people have
equal rights before the law (the burn-

Ings and scourgings that are a na-
tional degredation being ignored),

need we take them into our homes
and marry them to our brothers and
son®*? Would that inevitably follow?
Are they so irresistibly attractive that
the bringing of a few colored delegates
into a business meeting theot mmm
together only once in two years, woul?

immediately disrupt our homes and
ot o vrrs? Tt i= the old nirgu-
1rent of Dour'nss withered by Lin-
celn befeore !‘u war., and one of the
signal pmm\ of its futil’'ty lies in the
fact that since ‘f o Noecoroes were freed
their color has grown bla.l er.
However, this is 1»'.: tie entering

wedge, says the Georginns, “Mix the

race here and you mix them every
where."
gachnaetts folg,

“Not at all,” says the Mas-
e nesd pot avep

L2

to the Department Editor Mrs ]. Silone-Yates,
. 2122 Tracy Ave, Kansas ( ity, Mo

”

admit them to individual clubs.

( These are composed of persons who

There
in town who are equal

move in the same social cirele
are thousands

to any one on our visiting list no
doubt, but we happen to know these

and not those.
tact with them,
son why they should join our clubs,
be it the Wednesday or any other. But
when it comes to a representative
meeting, once in two years, of women
from all over the country, few of
whom ever heard of one another, it is
quite a different matter. To draw the
color line there, and not only that, but
for one State to draw [t in spite of
protests of other States, is a step
destinctly backward, a retrogression
to tyranny.

With the consciousness so sympto-
matic of a wrong cause the other side
1s there brought forward. Far from
being irresistibly attractive, it
argued that Negro women, especially
in the black belt, are ignorant and
filthy in their personal habits, and
that to see them is sufficient to estab-
iish their ineligibility. Why, of
course, but what has this to do with
the case in hand? Aren’'t there mil-
lions of white folk with whom we
would not wish to come in contact?
Women who live in filthy ignorance
would not be apt to form clubs,
would they wish to join a Federation,
nor would they pass the serutiny of its
executive committee. No one
that it was a person of this class that
Massachusetts sent to Milwaukee.
On the contrary, even the most pre-
judiced admit that she was an edu-
cated, refined woman.

We don’'t come in con-

I
is

ficial feet of this argument.

Others maintain that colored wo-
men do not care a bit about the mat-
ter; that it the stubborn obtsinacy
of Massachusetts that insists on
breaking up the Federation even if
che has to ransack the State to find
colored delegates.

Isn’t it better they plead that half
a dozen such women should be ex-
cluded than that the good work of
400,000 women in harmony should be
disturbed?

To this the only answer need be.
cne man in the right and God make a
majority. But it may be added that
while there are not half a dozen per- .
sons in a generation who become presi- |
dents, the possibility that they
an immense incentive,

To be barred from any position
whatever by so superficial and empty
a matter as color is an injustice that

is

IS

sinks deeper and retards growth in-/!

calculably.

It is our fault that the Negroes are
among us. They were brought here
by force and kept here under eruel
duress. Now, when they try to climb
is it our part as women of a Christian
nation, to thrust them back saying,
“Keep away! Don’t touch me! Tl
have none of you!”

But there are those quite willing to
declare plainly that they don't want
colored women in the Federation be-
cause they wont have it: that the f
of color stigmatizes a race as inferior

and they won't associate with it; that|

on which their minds
and they will brook no
it. Of course, to this

it is a matter
are made up,
meddline with

declaration c¢f prejudice the only an-|

swer is the declaration of principle.
The minds of those on iis side are
made up to, and they have buoyant
support in the faet that history pro-
~laims their's to be the side of victory.
The great lesson, not only of our re-
publie, but
has been *““All careers open to talent.”
Are we women of America, and its
best exponents as we claim,

throw the weight of our federated
strength against those few weak wo-

men, whom we, as a race to race. have
eruelly Wron“vd and who vet have
cimbed painfully fo our level? When
they have attalned against gvery obe
stacle the edueation and  refinement

SE Ay

and there is no rea-:

| realized forty
| going

P !
claims

So the props/|
are knocked from under the very arti-|

' now declare
nor

i application he has

§ io
may !

e "
that we have almost been born into, SBALOON=
shall we sav even then *“No; you

shan’'t share the very best of our ad-
vantages?’ It is incredible.

Happily the largest and most in-
fluential club in Missouri has put it- |
self on the right side; not perhaps be-
cause its members have no prejudice
against colored \d folk, for many of them
were brought up in the traditions of
slavery, but because their principles
are stronger than their prejudices, and
seeing the right they must fight on its
side.

we fought for the liberation of Cuba
we had small admiration or even lik-
ing the Cubans, but they were human
beings and we would not have them
tortured within our hearing.

It was the same way during the
civil war. The North was not en-
amored of the Negro: facts prove in-
deed that it had far less thought of
winning Negroes than had the South,
but it fought and bled and died for
the cause of freedom, and history
records its triumph and the public
opinion of the world has but one ver-
dict—that of approval.

This is the crushing reply to those
who say that to disregard the color
line in such matters as this of the Fed-
eration is too ideal a position for prac-
tical life. It is an iueal the nation
vears ago, and we are
try (o reverse the edicet and

what was justly defeated,
what the whole world condemns.

Missouri is now more in the world's
eye than for a long time; she will be
inecreasingly conspicuous fnr the next
four years. Now is her opportunity.
She was saved by a handful of brave
gpirits from throwing herself on the
wrong side in the ecivil war: let her
her advance in this war
of women, forty ‘years after men
fought out the issue. and proclaim her-
self overwhelmingly on the side of
justice, equity, principle and right.

It is moved that Missouri instruct
her delegates to vote at the biennial
meeting for the following proposition:
“All clubs, without distinction, may
be admitted into the general Federa-
tion if they are members of the Fed-
eration in the State from which they
come.”

Second?

LEONORA B. HALSTED.
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COLURED WASHINGTON.,

Born in Anne
Maryland, although
before the war.
schooling. but

Arundel County,
of free parents
he received very little
by perseverance and
picked wup what
might be called a common school edu-
cation. He began life as a farmer
and made a success of it. In 1875 he
i left the farm and went to Baltimore
take charge of a grocery and pro-
duce business there, which he had been
interested in financially. In 1881 hesold

, out his Baltimore business and came

fact |

to Washington, having in the mean-
time married Miss Mary Anthony, a
school teacher from New Bedford,
Mass,

He bought his present place in 1882,
and began in the grocery business in
Washington. His business has steadi-
Iy prospered. It is a source of nride
to be able to point to his nearly twen-
ty vears of uninterrupted success in
business in one spot. to say nothing
of his six years in Baltimore.

The man who enjovs the unique
distinction of being the only colored
clerk in Washingion in a eclothing
| Store is Mr. P. A. Dixon, now with
L.oeb & Company. dealers in gents’
tailor-made clothing, furnishings, hats.
etc., at 621 Pennsylvania avenue

of the French revolution |

going to |

northwest. Mr. Dixon is as affable a
cgentleman as one would meet in a
day’s travel, always deals with eus-

tomers on the square, and has won the
confidence of a large circle of friends.
many of whom will follow him wher-
ever he mar be located in business,

Mr. Dixon has been in the clothing |

business twenty vesrs, and what he
does not know abont clothing is not

worth much. He has been a clerk at
P:n’kor & Bridget’s and Eise-
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|

|

It is the true American spirit. While
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man & Co., all first-class houses, and |
well may it be \ilH] to his ("0111[ ‘hat he |
can go to work again for any of them |
should he =80 wish, The Colored
American wishes him a prospercus
future apd hopes to sea him ‘n hn“}

ness ‘
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HOTEL AND RESTAURANT
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MOORE & PRIOLEAT,

Sparta - Buflet and Cale

3216 Pa.Av,

Fine wines, liquors and
Hot Free Lunch Every Dsy,
will receive special attention in Dinipg
Room upsiairs.

Wash,, D.C.

0‘.“\.'
cigars,

Re Ladles

Jas. F. Keenan,

ha 2 2 2 % 222 2L

Rectifier and Who'esale
Liquor Cealer,

462 Peunnsylvanis Avenue, NW,

i e -l

Elezant Club Whiskey a S)acialty

Importer of Fine Wiuss
ics, Gins, Etc

Brand-

L[ ——

T F Conroy & vo

Distillers” Agents & W holesale and|

Retail Dealers
Domestic Wines and lLigquors. !

in Foreim

1421 1421% P Street,
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...C H NAUGHTON...

LIOUORS

AND SEG
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FINZ WIINFES,

Harper & Wilson a spea

,‘l

Laales aud Gentlemen’s Dinit
aj stairs. The best of service U T4
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WINES, LIQUOR

“~

(:}ray & Costley,

s & CIGARS,

ng Room
teed

T4n

1313 E Street N, W.

WasHINGTON, D. U

Chris.Xanders

QUALITY HOUSE,

009 7th St \\V. |

Established 36 years azo.

,wholesaie stock In o
exquisite, fauitless wines anc© =
ri¢ Xander

(in all 240 kinds,) at Chr
moderate prices no others car

ith 11y 1

in qualitv and vpurity

goods.

from fmee’ pnizan,
{No branch houses,)

town of ‘»"'

Vil

1100 20th 8t., corner L. = T,
Washingean,
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W. M. DRU

RESTAURANT

T
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